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Climate change anxiety and mental health: 
Environmental activism as buffer  Sarah E. O. Schwartz1 · 
Laelia Benoit2,3,4 · Susan Clayton5 · McKenna F. Parnes1 · Lance Swenson1 · 
Sarah R. Lowe 
Current Psychology (2023) 42:16708–16721

Anxiety and Activism; Anxiety and activism in response 
to climate change Susan Clayton and McKenna F. Parnes Current Opinion in 
Psychology 2025, 62:101996

Integrative resilience in action: Stories from the 
frontlines of climate change and the Covid-19 
pafndemic Chiara Camponeschi. www.frontiersin.org/journals/sustainable-
cities/articles/10.3389/frsc.2022.933501





WHAT THEY KNEW and 
When they knew it 
1959 Edward Teller father of the hydrogen 
bomb spoke to industry leaders on global 
climate:
Burning fuels Putting c02 into the 
atmosphere

Creating a greenhouse gas affect
Melting ice caps
Flooding cities on the east coast

1965, 70’s, 80’s more of the same. industry 
leaders, “in their own words” well aware 
that burning fossil fuels was causing a 
potential climate catastrophe 



https://doi.org/10.47923/2025.15837 

DECADES OF DECEIT:
The Case Against 
Major Fossil Fuel 
Companies for 
Climate Fraud and 
Damages 
Union of Concerned 
Scientists 2025



Harvard Study data 2018: FF derived air 
pollution kills



FALSE SOLUTIONS TO CLIMATE CRISIS:

NUCLEAR ENERGY

WASTE TO ENERGY INCINERATION



1) PROLIFERATIVE RISKS: Nuclear power provides the 
infrastructure, expertise and technology. 

ENRICHING URANIUM FROM 3-5% (LEU) FOR 
NPP TO >90% U235 FOR NUCLEAR 
WEAPENRICHING URANIUM FROM 3-5% (LEU) 
FOR NPP TO >90% U235 FOR NUCLEAR WEAPON: 
Khan, Pakistan, learned enrichment in Europe, stole 
plans, list of suppliers and helped Pakistan, N Korea 
and Iran develop centrifuges for U235 enrichment

PLUTONIUM FROM REPROCESSED  reactor 
spent fuel: Britain, France, Soviet Union.  India 
learned from Atomic Energy Commission how to 
separate spent fuel which it did to get enough 
plutonium to make their first bomb

ON: Khan, Pakistan, learned enrichment in Europe, 
stole plans, list of suppliers and helped Pakistan, N 
Korea and Iran develop centrifuges for U235 
enrichment

PLUTONIUM FROM REPROCESSED  reactor 
spent fuel: Britain, France, Soviet Union.  India

ENRICHING 
URANIUM 235  
starting <20% for NE 
to >90% for a bomb
PLUTONIUM 239 
FROM REPROCESSED  
SPENT FUEL : <20 lb  
to make a bomb...





7 REASONS WHY NUCLEAR ENERGY IS 
NOT THE SOLUTION TO THE CLIMATE 

CRISIS
Ma rk Z. J a c o b s o n



FALSE ENERGY  SOLUTIONS 
TO CLIMATE CRISIS:

NUCLEAR ENERGY

WASTE TO ENERGY 
INCINERATION





CURTIS BAY 
MEDICAL WASTE 
INCINERATOR
Curtis Bay Energy, a 
medical waste 
incinerator in south 
Baltimore that is 
the largest of its 
kind in the country.



Health Costs  Maryland: pm2.5= $22 
million/yr  Bresco

Respiratory Hospital Admissions ( 0.3) $10,800

Cardiovascular Hospital Admissions (0.4) $16,800

Acute Bronchitis  (3) $1500

Acute Myocardial Infarction, Nonfatal  (0.2) $29,000

Emergency Room Visits  (2.4) $1000

Asthma Exacerbation Symptoms  (59.5) $3400

Chronic Bronchitis  (1,5) 420K

Work Days Lost $55 k

Mortality all causes 2.2 $21 million 

Total costs $22 million 



CURTIS BAY AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
INJUSTICE
BRESCO INCINERATOR: MOST 
PM2.5 EMISSIONS IN BALTO

HAWKINS POINT LARGEST 
MEDICAL WASTE INCINERATOR 
IN THE U.S.

CURTIS BAY C/SX COAL 
TERMINALS SHIPS 30% OF U.S. 
COAL EXPORTS

AND MANY, MANY MORE 
FACILITIES



Life 
Expectancy
 At Birth 



STUDENTS LEAD 
SUCCESSFUL EFFORT TO 
BLOCK LARGEST WASTE 
INCINERATOR

d e fe a te d  En e rg y An s we rs ’ p la n  to  b u ild  th e  n a tio n ’s  
la rg e s t tra s h - b u rn in g  in c in e ra to





BRESCO MARVIN HAYES  mentoring youth. BCC, a youth-empowered 
collective, Black-owned business, building a diverse 
composting community in Baltimore



The teens of Free Your Voice are taking on a behemoth 
opponent: the massive freight transportation company CSX, 
which transported more than 8 million tons of coal through 
South Baltimore in 2021. CSX makes billions of dollars a year, 
and it's just one part of an even more massive coal industry in 
the U.S.



Figh t in g to brea th e: race, t oxicity, an d th e r ise of 
you th  act ivism  in  Ba lt im ore
by Nicole Fabricant, Oakland, University of California 
Press, 2023
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