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A Brief Summary of the 2018 Legislative Session
Our Legislative Committee has been in
full force this session. We are delighted
that Dr. Jeffrey Janofsky has resumed his
participation, especially give the number
of forensic bills we have been reviewing.
Dr. Ronald Means is another great addition, along with Dr. Chinedu Varma, who
is representing the Maryland Regional
Council of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry. Our Legislative Chair, Dr. Annette
Hanson, has been tireless in her analysis
of and testimony on these bills. We have
welcomed some new participants from
the ranks of Dr. Hanson's forensic fellows,
several of whom joined us in Annapolis
during our Advocacy Day. Below are
some of the main themes of the session.
Forensics - there have been a number of
bills about forensic matters meant to address the backlog of defendants in the
courts and jails and safety issues in the
hospitals. Unfortunately, the proposed
remedies would allow judges to make
medical decisions and force hospitals,
that are at capacity, to take more patients
and with insufficient clinical information.
The remedies that we see as necessary include funding for outpatient treatment
where forensic patients can be discharged to and proper training for all
staff involved in violence prevention and
de-escalation, rather than relying on sedating medications that may not be appropriate.
Criminalization of non-reporting of
child abuse - This has come up year after
year. While MPS is very much in favor of
reporting child abuse, the broad 1993 Attorney General's definition of what must
be reported - including adult patients
who were abused as children by a person

who is now deceased - has created a
chilling effect and prompted us to oppose
all bills that would criminalize failure to report. The bill this year attempts to limit the
reporting requirement to known, current
abuse and is likely to pass. We hope to address the underlying 1993 definition in order to prevent extending criminalization to
ALL current reporting requirements.
Insurance - A number of bills have been
submitted in an effort to address the gutting of the ACA. Med Chi has taken the lead
on this and is combining the bills in order
to make a single argument. A bill that may
be of interest to our members is one that
would allow associations to be formed for
the purpose of purchasing insurance. If
passed, this could benefit our solopractitioner members in terms of group
health insurance, hopefully without requiring us to create formal companies to make
up a group. More to come.
As always, the work of our Legislative Committee is one of the major pillars of the
MPS. It is the strongest of the district
branches' in our region, and possibly nationally. You can rest assured that your
membership dues are being well-spent in
this area.

Jennifer T. Palmer, M.D.

[See page 5 for more details.]

2018 NAMIWalks

Saturday, June 2
Rash Field, Baltimore

March 2018

Call for 2018 Lifetime of Service Award
In 2000, the MPS Council established the MPS Lifetime of
Service Award, which is given annually to a senior MPS member who has shown a consistent, career-long pattern of unwavering dedication, commitment, and leadership to the organization. Other qualities to be considered include significant contributions to the mental health of our community
through clinical work, teaching, administration, or research.
Further criteria established that the nominees must have APA
lifer status and must have made significant contributions to
the MPS organization.
Nominations for the 2018 award will be accepted until noon
on March 13 or at the March Council Meeting, when voting
will occur. Please email Heidi Bunes with suggestions or call
the MPS office at 410-625-0232.
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Membership
The following individuals have applied for membership with the
MPS. Unless any current members have evidence that an applicant does not meet the criteria for ethical and professional standards, these actions will be approved 14 days after publication.

Didi G. Bailey, M.D.
Emily E. Haas, M.D.
Caitlin J. McFarland, M.D.
Lindsay R. Standeven, M.D.
Laya Varghese, D.O.
Shane Verhoef, M.D.
Margaret R. Woodbury, M.D.

Transfer Into Maryland
Mahlet D. Girma, M.D.

Past MPS Lifetime of Service Award Recipients:
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017

Lex Smith, M.D.
Thomas Allen, M.D.
Jonas Rappeport, M.D.
Bruce Hershfield, M.D.
Gerald Klee, M.D.
John Chapman Urbaitis, M.D.
Leon Levin, M.D.
Mayer Liebman, M.D.
Theodore Feldberg, M.D.
Betty Robinson, M.D.
Leonard Hertzberg, M.D.
William Prescott, M.D.
Chester Schmidt, M.D.
Steve Sharfstein, M.D.
Paul McClelland, M.D.
Thomas Lynch, M.D.
Irvin Cohen, M.D.
Robert Roca, M.D.

Foundation Supports “This is My Brave”
Show on May 12
After last year’s successful event, the Maryland Foundation
for Psychiatry decided to again support the “This is My
Brave” (TIMB) performance, which takes place this year on
May 12 at Mt. Saint Joseph High School in Baltimore. TIMB
events, held in multiple cities throughout the country, are
live storytelling events where real people describe their real
life mental health issues. Billed as #StorytellingSavesLives,
This is My Brave seeks to remove the stigma of mental illness and addiction, open a dialogue, and create opportunities for people to thoughtfully engage around the topic of
mental health. Click here to read about the production
team for the Baltimore show.

MPS Members Out & About
Anne Hanson, M.D. had an Op-Ed in the February 23
Baltimore Sun entitled, “Targeting mental illness won't
prevent mass shootings.”
Help us spotlight news of MPS members in the
community by sending info to mps@mdpsych.org.

Time is Running Out!
Renew Your 2018
Membership THIS MONTH!
If you haven’t already, please pay your 2018 dues now.
Dues for calendar year 2018 were sent in October. Members who do not pay MPS and APA dues in full or schedule
a payment plan will be dropped as of March 31. We
want to help members in any way possible to remain in
good standing! Please contact the MPS with questions, or
to discuss dues relief options or payment arrangements.

REMEMBER TO VOTE!
The 2018 MPS election is underway!!
Ballots were sent February 20 and returns must
be postmarked no later than March 31, 2018.
Candidate biography information is
available online. Please click here!
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February 13 Council Highlights
Executive Committee Report
Dr. Palmer reported that Chinedu Varma, M.D. is the new
Maryland Council of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry liaison with the MPS Legislative Committee and the Children’s
Behavioral Health Coalition.
She then described changes to the Maryland Psychiatric
Political Action Committee (MPPAC) Constitution, which
governs its efforts to fund legislators and engage psychiatrists in the work of the General Assembly. The most significant revisions affect the Board:
•The size is greatly reduced to a minimum of 5 positions
and a maximum of 9.
•A sentence was added, “To the extent it is reasonable,
additional appointments will strive to reflect psychiatric
subspecialties, the major institutions in Maryland, and
geographic and demographic diversity,” which is intended to approximate the designated positions that existed
before.
•Lobbyists are omitted from the list of advisors.
•MPS retains control in appointing the chair and the
treasurer, as well as equal numbers of additional trustees. MPS Council retains authority to approve changes
to the constitution.
Council voted unanimously to approve the MPPAC Constitution as presented.
Finally, Dr. Palmer expressed the Executive Committee’s
increasing concern about the lack of psychiatric leadership
at the Behavioral Health Administration (BHA). Psychiatrists who were previously involved have all left, and the
Medical Director’s position has gone unfilled for months.
BHA cancelled our January meeting after also cancelling
the previous meeting scheduled for November. (Instead
of meeting monthly, we now meet just 5 times per year.)
The next one is scheduled for March 27. The MPS has not
received the updates and answers that BHA was supposed
to provide after the September meeting. Dr. Hackman
noted that the Public Psychiatry Committee is also concerned. The MPS will explore possible next steps.
Secretary-Treasurer’s Report
Dr. McGuire reported that 2017 year-end balances indicate
that the emergency reserve continues to significantly exceed the amount required by the MPS investment policy.
However, due to the changes in billing practices, the excess is mostly prepaid membership dues, which must be
used to provide member services in 2018. Therefore, there
are not sufficient funds available to add to the investment
reserve.
Executive Director’s Report
Ms. Bunes reported that she met twice with the Parity@10
coalition, part of a new national campaign being spearheaded in Maryland by Ellen Weber. The current focus is

on strategic planning. She said that per a Residents and
Fellows Committee request, MPS staff have secured funding and a few of the speakers for a Career Night on May
17. [See page 9.]
She then started the first of three sessions of MPS strategic
planning: a review of the MPS vision and mission statements, which were established 20 years ago. She distributed examples from other organizations. While the MPS
statements are still are still very relevant, the Council
agreed to add substance use disorder and accessible to
the vision statement, along with a reference to culturally
sensitive treatment. In addition, it should include more
about the MPS. The last sentence of the mission statement was revised to add “universal” before access and to
reword the ending to “serving the professional needs of
psychiatrists.” It was agreed that these ideas would be
incorporated into a document for all to review before the
March meeting.
Legislative Committee Report
Dr. Hanson reported that the January 25 MPS Advocacy
Day was filled with legislator meetings where representatives were able to effectively communicate MPS priorities.
The committee has reviewed 50 bills already and has 25
more on the list. They have been coordinating with
MedChi’s legislative committee on positions. She noted
that the MPS is supporting SB211, The telemedicine/
medical director bill, and HB33, the guardianship admission bill. We are opposing HB202/SB361, which would
allow courts to order involuntary medication, jail transfers
HB111 , SB132/HB500, criminalization of failure to report
child abuse, and HB1628, which would allow courts to subpoena psychiatrists to testify in divorce proceedings if a
child abuse report was made. The bill on physician assisted suicide has not been reintroduced this year. [For more
information, see page 5.]
Membership Committee Report
Dr. Lehmann circulated a list of over 160 members with
unpaid dues who are scheduled to be dropped on March
31. Council members identified people on the list who
they will contact regarding payment.
Nominations and Elections Committee Report
Dr. Waddington reported that a member withdrew from
the Councilor election after the January Council meeting,
so there will be only 7 candidates on the ballot. Also, Dr.
Roca became aware that his reappointment to the Board
of Physicians requires that he not hold a voting position
on a professional organization board. The committee approved him running for the (non-voting) Alternate MedChi
Delegate position, and Dr. Shaya will run instead for Delegate. Dr. Waddington’s motion to change the 2018 ballot
accordingly unanimously approved.
(Continued on next page)
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New Business
Dr. McCann asked Council to review the list of possible
2018 MPS Lifetime of Service Award nominees as well as a
list of all Distinguished Life Fellows, who might also be considered. Any additions should be sent to Ms. Bunes before
the March Council meeting. He said the emeritus awards
will continue in order to recognize other members who
have taken an active role in the organization.
On behalf of the Maryland Foundation for Psychiatry, Dr.
McCann made a motion to approve adding Jonathan Shepherd, M.D to its board of directors. Council decided to table
the motion and give him a chance to join the MPS before
reconsidering the motion at the March meeting.

2018 MPS Annual Dinner
Thursday, April 26 at 6 PM
Johns Hopkins Club in Baltimore
We’ll celebrate MPS achievements over the past year and
turn the gavel over to Patrick Triplett, M.D., incoming MPS
President. Marsden McGuire, M.D. will become PresidentElect and Mark Ehrenreich, M.D. will become SecretaryTreasurer.
Winners of our Best Paper Contest and our new Resident/
Fellow Poster Competition will be announced at the meeting. We’ll recognize new lifer members, Fellows, Distinguished Fellows and 50 year members.
The evening will start with a cocktail hour complete
with open bar, appetizers and live music. Dinner will
be a plated meal featuring Petit Filet & Crab Cake.*
Tickets are $70 for MPS Members/Guests and $30 for Residents/Fellows/Guests. Tickets can be purchased online by
clicking on the links above, or you can mail a check to the
MPS office.
We have many Residents and Fellows who would love to
attend! If you are interested in buying a ticket for a Resident or Fellow to attend this event at no charge, please
visit the MPS website and submit a payment of $30 via our
PayPal site.
You won't want to miss this fun event, live music, good
food, and even better company!

*If you have an allergy or special dietary restriction
please email mfloyd@mdpsych.org or call the MPS
office at 410.625.0232.
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Participate with MPS Committees!
MPS President-Elect Pat Triplett, M.D. sent a request for
members to join MPS committees that will be appointed
this spring. Your energy and ideas can help the MPS effectively focus on issues that are important to you! Participation from members is essential to accomplishing MPS
goals. There are three ways to volunteer for MPS committees in the coming year:

•
•
•

Return the signup form included in the ballot mailing,
Call the MPS office at (410) 625-0232, or
Email mps@mdpsych.org.

HHS Guidance on Sharing Information
Related to Behavioral Health
As required by the 21st Century Cures Act, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Office for Civil
Rights (OCR) released new guidance to clarify how the
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
(HIPAA) applies to information sharing with a patient's
friends and family. New fact sheets and FAQs are also
available for providers as well as family and friends of patients with a mental health condition or substance use disorder. The guidance does not amend current regulations
or law.
SAMHSA Clarifies Privacy Rules for People Who Seek
SUD Treatment
SAMHSA announced changes to the Confidentiality of
Substance Use Disorder Patient Records, 42 CFR Part 2, to
support payment and healthcare operations activities
while protecting the privacy of patients. The final rule permits additional disclosures of patient identifying information, with patient consent, to facilitate payment and
healthcare operations such as claims management, quality
assessment, and patient safety activities. The APA has advocated for Part 2 regulations to align with HIPAA to allow
patients with substance use disorders to benefit from new
models of care and improve patient safety by allowing
providers to better coordinate care for this population.
Updated Cheat Sheet on Medicare Payments for BHI
Services
The AMA recently assigned CPT codes to the interim collaborative care G-codes that CMS first published in November 2016. The new AMA CPT codes can be billed beginning January 2018. The AIMS Center's cheat sheet for
Medicare payment for behavioral health integration services has been updated to reflect this change.
From February 22 APA Integrated Care News Notes
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Maryland News
PDMP Required for CDS Renewals

MPS General Assembly Update

Effective February 15, all Maryland licensed healthcare providers who prescribe or dispense Controlled Dangerous
Substances (CDS) will have their registrations rejected if they
are not already registered with the Maryland Prescription
Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP). CDS registrants who
have already registered with the PDMP do not need to do
anything at this time.

The 2018 Maryland General Assembly is already half over –
and members of the MPS Legislative Committee have been
hard at work screening bills, writing/providing testimony,
sending letters and more on behalf of MPS members. We
are supporting 10 bills, opposing 9 and supporting 2 with
amendments. For details, please click here.

For additional information and to register for the PDMP
please click here. PDMP registration was mandated effective
July 1, 2017 and usage is mandatory effective July 1, 2018.

HB1302 Seizure of Lethal Weapons
and Protective Order

Medicaid Mail Reminder
This year, the Maryland Medicaid program is automatically disenrolling Medicaid enrollees whose mail is returned
due to an invalid address. Disenrollment for returned mail
due to an incorrect address has been a regulatory requirement by the federal and state government for some time.
The new automated process is designed to enhance quality
and achieve efficiencies. Please review the fact sheet that
describes the new process, identifies specified consumer
types who will be excluded from the disenrollment process,
and provides information on how an enrollee can report
address changes. The Department is asking providers to
inform their patients that they must communicate address
changes with the State to protect their Medicaid enrollment.

Maryland Medicaid Change to
Formulary Navigator
As of February 1, Epocrates® is no longer the online formulary resource for Maryland Medicaid’s Fee-for-Service (FFS)
Preferred Drug List (PDL) and HealthChoice Managed Care
Organization (MCO) formulary information. The new online
formulary management resource is Formulary Navigator™.
This application does not require a login and provides an up
-to-date list of medications covered under the FFS PDL program and formulary information for all of the MCOs. It also
includes coverage details, prior authorization/restrictions,
(e.g. quantity, age) and multiple search options (by therapeutic class, brand and generic and alphabetical). This resource is free of charge. The website provides direct links to
FFS PDL and each of the MCO formularies. Please see the
provider advisory for more information.

MPS members should be aware of HB1302, Family Violence
- Seizure of Lethal Weapons - Lethal Violence Protective
Order. The MPS is supporting this bill, which will allow family members to seek a court order to temporarily confiscate
weapons from an individual having a mental health crisis. As
MPS Legislative Committee Chair Anne Hanson’s op-ed
piece states, this has been effective for reducing suicides in
at least one state where the outcome has been studied. This
bill is being heard Thursday March 1 in the House Judiciary
Committee.
The bill only has 12 House sponsors out of more than 140
delegates, so please contact your elected official if you think
this law is a good idea. You can lookup contact information
for your delegate here: http://mdelect.net/. Phone calls are
best. Talk to the aide, tell them the bill number and your
position on it.
Watch the live committee testimony on March 1 by clicking
the "live" link on the right side of the General Assembly
home page (look for the House judiciary link here:
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frm1st.aspx?
tab=home).

Keep the Door Open Rally
The Keep the Door Open Rally in Annapolis on February 22
had an amazing turnout despite the weather forecast! Rally
goers brought signs and raised voices to underscore the
Behavioral Health Coalition’s 2018 legislative agenda. Numerous legislators attended to say a few words of support –
including Delegate Hayes and Senators Middleton, Guzzone,
Klausmeier, Madaleno and Eckardt – and multiple Behavioral
Health Coalition representatives shared powerful stories
about how important it is to fully fund and expand mental
health and substance use disorder services. Check out the
Twitter page for pictures from the event!

March 2018
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The Maryland Psychiatric Society
presents

Assessing Risk in Psychiatric Practice
MedChi’s Osler Hall
1211 Cathedral St
Baltimore, MD 21201

Wednesday,
March 21, 2018
6:30 - 9:00PM
2 CME Hours*

This program covers two very important topics:
• The first risk management course is an interactive audience response lecture allowing you to engage with a risk management specialist to discuss real-life scenarios based on actual calls received by the PRMS risk management helpline. How
would you deal with a law enforcement demand for patient records, a “Friend” request from a patient, pharmacist report
of prescription alteration or an estranged parent demand for records?
• Next is PDMP use*, which is mandated for CDS prescribing effective July 1st. Checking PDMP helps avoid the possibility
of dangerous prescribing and adverse outcomes.

*IMPORTANT:

CDS renewals are being rejected for prescribers
who are not registered in PDMP. PDMP use is mandated for CDS prescribing effective July 1st. See
page 5 for more information.

6:30-7:00PM
Registration, Coffee/Dessert
7:00-8:00
What Would You Do?
8:00-9:00

Maryland’s Prescription Drug Monitoring
Program (PDMP): Best Practice and Clinical Use
Registration is $20.00 for MPS Members
Fees are non-refundable.
REGISTER AND PAY ONLINE TODAY!

Thank you to our event sponsor:

After attending this course, you will be able to:
•Describe the most frequent types of risk management concerns.
•Incorporate into clinical practice two risk management strategies to increase patient safety and reduce
professional liability risk.
•Describe the Maryland Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP).
•Determine when PDMP will be required.
•Summarize what the PDMP query portal looks
like.
•Confirm what other states’ data can be accessed
through the query portal.
•Establish how to use the PDMP as a clinical tool.
•Identify where to find safe opioid prescribing
resources.
*Accreditation Statement
Professional Risk Management Services, Inc. (PRMS, Inc.) is accredited by the Accreditation Council for
Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education for physicians.
AMA Credit Designation Statement
Professional Risk Management Services, Inc. (PRMS, Inc.) designates this course for a maximum of 1
AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of
their participation in the activity.
Accreditation Statement
MedChi, the Maryland State Medical Society is accredit ed by the Accredit at ion Council for
Cont inuing Medical Educat ion (ACCME) to provide cont inuing medical educat ion for
physicians.
AMA Credit Designation Statement
MedChi designates this live act ivit y for a maximum of 1 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™.
Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate wit h the extent of their part icipation
in the act ivit y.
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APA News & Information
APA Joins Other Physician Groups to
Demand Action on Gun Violence
In the aftermath of the shooting on February 14 that killed
17 students and staff members at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, the APA and four organizations representing 450,000 physicians and medical students called on President Donald Trump and Congress to take meaningful action against gun violence. Joining with APA were the American Academy of Family Physicians, the American Academy
of Pediatrics, the American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists, and the American College of Physicians.
“Gun violence is a public health epidemic that is growing in
frequency and lethality, and it is taking a toll on our patients,” the groups said in a statement. “We urge our national leaders to recognize in this moment what the medical
community has long understood: we must treat this epidemic no differently than we would any other pervasive
threat to public health. We must identify the causes and
take evidence-based approaches to prevent future suffering.”
The groups have asked the president and Congress to take
the following actions:
•Label violence caused by the use of guns a national public health epidemic.
•Fund appropriate research at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention as part of the FY 2018 omnibus
spending package.
•Establish constitutionally appropriate restrictions on the
manufacture and sale, for civilian use, of large-capacity
magazines and firearms with features designed to increase
their rapid and extended killing capacity.
While mass shootings attract much attention from the public and the media, the groups noted that current policies
regarding access to guns in this country expose Americans
daily to the risks of violent acts including suicide, homicide,
and unintentional injury.

Love Podcasts?
Listen to the latest APA podcasts
•Medical Mind Podcast explores innovation in mental
health

•Psychiatric Services From Pages to Practice discusses
key aspects of recently published research

•AJP Audio brings you highlights from each issue of The
American Journal of Psychiatry

Technology in Mental Health
Patients with psychiatric conditions have begun using the
thousands of smartphone apps targeting mental health.
That does not mean that clinicians must support, endorse,
or even adopt the use of apps, but they should be prepared
to answer patients’ questions and facilitate shared decision
making around app use. This article describes an evaluation
framework designed by the APA to guide informed decision
making around the use of smartphone apps in clinical care.

Time is Running Out for
ABMS MOC Survey
The American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) is inviting physicians to provide feedback on Maintenance of Certification (MOC) requirements through an online survey.
Feedback from the survey will help identify key concerns
regarding MOC and inform the work of ABMS’s new Vision
for the Future Commission, which aims to use the data in a
comprehensive assessment of continuous board certification. The survey represents a chance for APA members to
register their concerns about MOC and its relevance to physicians and patient care. You can take the ABMS online MOC
survey here.
The Commission will submit a draft report for public comment in November; a final report will be submitted to the
ABMS Board of Directors in February 2019.

Free Members’ Course of the Month
Motivational Interviewing (MI) has been transformational in
medical care. MI is of special importance because it can be
viewed as the essential clinical skill for engaging patients in
treatment and motivating patients to reduce substance use
and to follow through with specific recommended behavioral or pharmacological treatments. Presented by Petros
Levounis, M.D., M.A. of the Rutgers New Jersey School of
Medicine. Click here to access the Course of the Month and
sign up for updates about this free member benefit.

Summary of Quality Performance
and Reporting Programs
Psychiatrists currently face a confusing array of federal or
national quality performance and reporting programs for
health care. Click here for a general overview from the APA
that is designed to introduce members and their staffs to
programs under Medicare, Medicaid, JCAHO and private
insurers.
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Medicare News
Reminder - MIPS Deadlines This Month

CMS Updates

Deadlines are fast approaching if you plan to submit data for
the 2017 Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) performance period. Don’t wait until the last minute! The two
key dates are:

CMS has posted a Definition of Treatment-Resistant Depression in the Medicare Population, which is accompanied by a
140-page final technology assessment document dated February 9, 2018.

•

Various fact sheets have been revised:

•

March 16 at 8 PM for group reporting via the
CMS web interface
March 31 for all other MIPS reporting, including via
qpp.cms.gov

Please note that the time remaining for eligible clinicians
who are a part of a group (including Accountable Care Organizations (ACOs) and submitting data via the CMS Web
Interface is much less!

Prepare for New Medicare Cards in April!
From April through June 2018, CMS is scheduled to mail new
Medicare cards to all active Medicare beneficiaries in Delaware, District of Columbia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia,
and West Virginia. To address concerns about identity theft,
the new cards will have a unique, randomly-assigned number in place of the patient’s Social Security number. This
change will impact physician billing practices.
Last fall, CMS mailed letters to Medicare Fee-For-Service providers explaining these changes. An accompanying fact
sheet described how to prepare to accept the new number
and specific information about the MAC. (View a sample letter and fact sheet.) CMS also posted the new Medicare card
design and issued a press release with more information
about the project. Starting in June 2018, the Novitas web
portal will have a way to look up patients’ new Medicare
numbers.

Medicare Enrollment Resources
• How to enroll in the Medicare Program
• What to do about problems
• Where to locate enrollment forms
PECOS FAQs
• Information needed to begin Provider Enrollment, Chain,
and Ownership System (PECOS) enrollment
• Application issues
• Revalidations
Safeguard Your Identity and Privacy Using PECOS
• Keep enrollment information up to date in the Provider
Enrollment, Chain, and Ownership System
• Protect enrollment information
• Privacy tips
PECOS Technical Assistance Contact Information
Health Professional Shortage Area Physician Bonus Program
Medicare Secondary Payer
• When Medicare may pay first or second
• Conditional payments
• Coordination of benefits rules
• The Benefits Coordination & Recovery Center’s role
Controlled Substance Monitoring and Drugs of Abuse Testing
(L35006) (revised)

Call for Kids’ Artwork
Recognizing the importance of mental health awareness
and the expressive power of art, Maryland's First Lady and
Campaign Honorary Chair Yumi Hogan invites youth to participate in a state-wide art project that encourages students
to create pieces of art conveying messages of happiness,
health, and hopefulness. Art can be submitted by contacting Carrie McGraw at carrie.mcgraw@maryland.gov or
410.767.3660. Learn more about the Celebrating Through

Art: The First Lady’s Mental Health Awareness Youth Art Display here. The deadline to submit artwork is March 16.

What’s New With Physician Compare?
Materials are available from the CMS webinar, “What’s New
with Physician Compare,” where they shared information
about the PY 2016 measures that were released recently, star
ratings, and upcoming additions to Physician Compare. If
you have questions email PhysicianCompare@Westat.com.

•
•

Presentation slides - a PDF document of the PowerPoint
slides.
Physician Compare Initiative page – public reporting resources and more.

March 2018
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MPS Career Fair
May 17 at 6:30 PM
Calling all Residents, Fellows and Early Career
Psychiatrists! Plan to join us in Baltimore on May
17 for a fun, engaging career night. Meet with
leaders in their respective fields, ask questions,
and network with area employers looking to hire!
The evening will also include heavy hors d’oeuvres with open bar.
Roundtable topics include:
• Child Psychiatry
• Private Practice
• Eating Disorders
• Public Health
• Academic Psychiatry
More information to follow.

AVAILABLE OFFICE SPACE
Howard County -Woodstock/Waverly Woods: Furnished
office available for Full/PT use in newly renovated psychotherapy suite. Includes waiting room, bathroom, kitchen,
internet/fax. Ample parking, easy access to routes 29, 70
and 40. Referral opportunities. Available April 1. Contact:
Bob Cohen (410 615-9797) or Alison Gartner (410 2920333)
Newly constructed part-time office space available in Hunt
Valley Executive Plaza in June. Join a group of individual
practitioners. Convenient access to public transportation
and free parking. Includes waiting room, internet/fax,
conference room, and kitchenette. Contact Dr. Theresa
Scott at (717) 965-1952 or theresa@drtheresascott.com.

March 2018
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Ward Administrator: Clifton T. Perkins Hospital Center Responsibility for direct oversight and management/
administration of ward-based activities and supervision of
clinical staff. This position will function as a fully privileged
member of the Medical Staff, attending 20-30 bed in patient ward and act as the team leader of the interdisciplinary team, the physician will manage the administration of
the ward and treatment provided to the patients under his/
her supervision. This position will provide full psychiatric
care, forensic evaluation and necessary and medical
screening as necessary in conjunction with the medical
clinic. Generous salary and benefits. For more information
or to apply click here.
PSYCHIATRIST - full or half time, independent contractor
position with well-established & growing multidisciplinary
practice. Spectrum Behavioral Health is an Annapolis area
private practice with three desirable locations, congenial
colleagues and comprehensive administrative support. For
more information about SBH, visit our website:
www.spectrum-behavioral.com. To discuss this opportunity, please call Barbara Usher, Operations Administrator, at
410-757-2077 x7121 or email
barbara.usher@spectrum-behavioral.com.
PSYCHIATRIST---Outpatient Psychiatry Services at MedStar
Franklin Square Medical Center is looking for an adult psychiatrist to work 36-40 hours per week. Evaluations are
scheduled for 75 minutes, with 25 minutes for med checks.
We offer flexible hours, CME reimbursement, 7 weeks paid
time off, 403 B match, medical benefits and paid malpractice ins. Please email CV to stephen.pasko@medstar.net or
call 443-777-7925 for details.
Psych Associates of Maryland, LLC seeks Adult and Child
and/or Adult psychiatrist to join its thriving practice in
Towson. NEVER SPEAK TO INSURANCE COMPANY FOR
PREAUTHS! Very flexible scheduling. Unlimited vacation
time. Partnership available. Email
Drmalik.baltimore@gmail.com or call 410-823-6408 x13.
Visit our website at www.pamllc.us.
PRACTICE OPPORTUNITY - Established, busy multidisciplinary outpatient psychiatric practice in White Marsh
is seeking an Adult Psychiatrist to provide psychiatric evaluations and medication management for adult patients.
Join our practice of nineteen clinicians as a Limited Partner.
Begin with an established case load and a potential for
profit sharing. Medical/dental benefits are available. We
participate with most major insurances and provide assistance with credentialing Full-time and part-time hours are
available. Collegial environment and pleasant staff. See our
website www.whitemarshpsych.com.Please send your resume and cover letter to dianne@whitemarshpsych.com
and/or call George Strutt, PhD., President at 410-931-9280.

The Mental Health Association has served the community
as a leading private, non-profit organization since 1965.
We are seeking an experienced Psychiatrist to serve as
medical director. Responsible for: psychiatric assessment
and diagnosis, medication management and education,
continuity of patient care, and clinical consultation. MHA
serves anyone in need of help, accepting Medicaid, Medicare or sliding scale. Position offers competitive salary,
PTO, paid holidays, and days paid for CME. Please submit
letter of inquiry along with resume to Ellie Bentz, Clinical
Director at ebentz@fcmha.org.
PSYCHIATRIST – full or part time, independent contractor
position with thriving multidisciplinary practice.
PsychCare has three desirable locations (Pikesville, Columbia, & Silver Spring), congenial colleagues and comprehensive administrative support. Competitive salary and
flexible schedule. For more information about PsychCare,
visit our website: www.PsychCareMD.com To discuss this
opportunity, please call Levi Breuer at 410-343-9756 x 700
or email Hiring@PsychCareMD.com.
Full time Psychiatrist needed to join a unique community
health center serving homeless individuals. Candidate
should be interested in providing comprehensive outpatient mental health care in a multidisciplinary setting. Experience with dual diagnosis, strong interdisciplinary collaboration skills, and familiarity with harm reduction approach required. Buprenorphine waiver preferred. Health
Care for the Homeless (HCH) is a non-profit Federally
Qualified Health Center (FQHC) dedicated to preventing
and ending homelessness for vulnerable individuals and
families by providing quality, integrated health care and
promoting access to affordable housing and sustainable
incomes through direct service, advocacy, and community
engagement. For additional information, we welcome you
to visit our website www.hchmd.org. Comprehensive benefits offered include: malpractice coverage, health insurance, disability, life insurance, paid time off, CME allowance, retirement plans and dental insurance. One-hour
initial evaluations and half-hour follow-ups. No call or
weekends. Eligible for loan repayment programs. Apply for
Psychiatrist using this link.
Physician Clinical Specialist: Clifton T. Perkins Hospital
Center - This position will function as a fully privileged
member of the Medical Staff, attending 20-30 bed in patient ward and act as the team leader of the interdisciplinary team, the physician will manage the administration of
the ward and treatment provided to the patients under
his/her supervision. This position will provide full psychiatric care, forensic evaluation and medical screening, as necessary, in conjunction with the medical clinic. Applicants
must be Board Certified in Psychiatry. Generous salary and
benefits. For more information or to apply click here.

